
The halibut €fishery of Alaska corns next to  the salmon fishery 

i n  prorhction and value of product. 

gro-mds, vhich from east t o  west are as follms: hroyes Island, Coro- 

nation Island, Cape Spencer, Ya?nXtat, Yakataga, Cape Cleare, and 

Portlock Ba-2:~. 

vessels o f  the  halibut f l e e t ,  the Y a k u t a t  pounds m-6 Portlock Banks  

producing ths bulk of the catch delivered at hget Sowid and Brit ish 

Columbia ports. me smaller versels frequent the inshore grounds o f  

It comprises Seven fishing 

All of these loca l i t i es  are vis i ted by the larger 

southeast Alaska, and deliver the i r  catches princi_naLly t o  Blas?m 

ports, although the Larger o f  these frequently go t o  Prince Rupert 

&ewe a be t te r  price is  obtained f o r  the i r  fiSh. 

a catch of 10,000 pounds o r  more found it advantageous t o  make delivery 

at  the Canadian Port rather than at Petersburg o r  Ketchikan, n& only 

because they received a bet ter  price but rather €or the reason that 

boats could be discharged imnediately and reout f i t  for another fish- 

ing t r i p  without t he  l o s s  of time which invariably resulted when de- 

l ivery mas made a t  Alssk;ul  ports, particnlarly Petersburg. 

lfn37 boat that  m a k e s  

Fishermen 

had a just grievance against certain fish comgnieso 

fishemen mho exercised the most caSe in  _packing and icing their 

catch on the fishing grow-&, were forced t o  accent a l m e r  price f o r  

it, or submit t o  an unnecessmy delay i n  discharging with the stten- 

dazt  risk o f  some l o s s  o f  fish. Other boats a o s e  catch was handled 

with less  care, were allowed t o  discharge in 8 short time a f t e r  

Frequently the 

reaching port ,  appaxentfy f o r  the rwson thrtt they obtained the i r  

ice  f r m  the f i s h  comp.nies. This unreasonable d isCr imina t*- -  --e 

i n  i t s e l f  enowh to  divert considerable business t o  -?rime 
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!&-e t o t a l  catch of‘ halibut 021 the Pacific c o s t  ma6 apg+oxilrately 

60,000,Oc)O pomds, of which probably 30,000,000 pounds mere talren 

from the grounds contiguous to the coast of  Alaska. Available sta= 

t i s t i c s  shom,however, that onzv a l i t t l e  more than 13.00 ,005 pounds 
w- 
aes credited t o  A l a s k ~ .  Undoubtedly a large part of the halibut 

-k.?) 
delivered at Prince Rugert ~ l r e  &.so taken on these grounds, s o  that 

the estirnate as abme given is substzmtially correct. 

!Phose chiefly e-ed i n  the halibut industry i n  A l a s k a  i n  

1917, were the Alaska Coast Fish GO., at Do-dglas ;  Booth Fisheries 

Co., at Si tka ;  Columbia EC Rorthern Fishing & Packing Coo at Vranggll; 

Glacier Fish CO., a t  Petersburg a d  at SCW Bay m e r e  the barge Glom 

- of  th‘e Seas was used as a f l o a t i n g  cold-storage plant; Juneax Cold 

Storage Co., and l?ation.il Independent Fisheries 20.. a t  Juneau; Tca3rsl 

C k i n g  & Cold Storage CO., at Taku Harbor; IJm England Fish C6., an8 

Washington Fish 6G Oyster CO.~ a t  Ketchiln; m d  the San  Juan Fishing 

&‘Packing Coo, Inc,, at SePrard. 

were located at Petersburg and Xetch5kzm. 

Buyers f o r  the Ripleg Fish CO., 

The Row England Fish Co. suffereB the l o s s  of  t h e  s terner  Xhn- 

hattan o f f  Cape Spencer c?uring 

This vessel (134 tons net)  wa: valned at  $125,000. 

in the haibut  industm i s  not ciel’initely known. The only renorted 

loss wa. that of one f i s h e m  ~ f h o  mas accidently k i l led .  

a severe storm on Kopenber 15, 1917. 

The loss of f i f e  

!be investment i n  the halibut industry i n  Alas?= vas $2,200,987 

5n 1917, as cmpared with $2,149,311 in 1916, 3;n increase of $51,676. 

Ths number o f  nersons emnlolved ilz t h i s  f ishery declilled f r m  1,116 in  

erence having been absorbed ’trg the salmon 



3. 

izilustp md cr.zMted t o  it. 

of  13,153,411 pouncb, valued a t  $1,120,226. 

1,657,854 pounds over the production i n  1916. 

the sell ing price of  halibut by indenendent fishing vessels at the 

ports of Seatt le,  Prince Rupert, and Xetclikrm, it  anpars that the 

average price per pound received by the f i s h e m n  throrghout the 

year wzs % cents a t  Xktchikan, 12$ cents a t  Prince Rupert, and 15& 

cents at Seattle, The arerage price at Petemburg wa.a probably not 

higher than @ o r  8 cents per pound. The Ketchikan f i p n e s  m e  baseO 

on prices p i d  i n  Jm-uary, Febrtiaq, Cmch, June, August, a:-d Septem- 

The halibut f isheries probcod a t o t a l  

This is a.n increase o f  

In a canparison of  

ber, Quotations f o r  the other months are not reported, but it is 

improbable that the genera average mmld be materially changed by 

theis  inclusion. ?rices f o r  the months named ranged fro= cents 

i n  February t o  7 cents i n  Ymch, 

prices fo r  Prince Rnpert are f o r  the ent i re  year and are 33 l f 3  

per cent hi&er than at th-: Alaskan port, Tne highest p i c e  was 

le cents p r  pound i n  October, and the lowest 7 cents i n  Wrch. 

Seatt le prices average 66 2/3 per cent higher than those at Ketch- 

ikan, 

30 cents. 

Ihalibut so ld  i n  i-kv at 8 cents per Tomd and in  September at 



Items 

Fishing vessels: 
Steamer d gas. 

Tonnage ..... 
Sailing.......... 

TomzTe. .... 
Launches...,..... 
Outfit. .................. 

.Xumber. V a l u e .  , Itms. Ihnber. Value. , 

Dories & Scorns........ ;‘99 018 ,800 
136 $954,090 Fisb ing a? matus ............... 57,105 

2,536 ......... Shore and fixeci property. ........ 265,100 
1 153,000 

2,247 ......... 
3 . 2,892 

750,000 

TOta3.oeeeee..oe....eooo 2,200,987 

I 1 

ProduCtSa 
# 

H a l i b u t :  
Fresh ( inc luding local  ) ................................. 
kY)z~n..........................+...a................... 

T O t ~ a ~ a a a ~ a ~ a a a a ~ a ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~ a  

l POtIndSa , Values. 

7,038,283 $605,205 
6,115,128 515,021 

.L 

13,153,411 1,120,726 1 
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